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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 5,11,17, and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
"bass" is believed to be -basis-; "biding" is believed to be -bidding-. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rodriguez et al.. US 2002/0138341 and further in view of Teppler, US 2006/0080536. 

In claims 1,13, and 25, Rodriguez discloses an information processing 
apparatus, method, and computer program product for processing a plurality of entry 
information elements transmitted from at least one tenninal, comprising: 

period setting means for setting an output operation period after specifying an 
output start time and an output end time collectively defining said output operation 
period (paragraphs [0009], [0028], [0046] - times are set after request is made and 
information is entered on a ballot); 

information receiving means for receiving said entry information elements 
transmitted from said terminal (paragraphs [0009], [0046]); 



Application/Control Number: 10/614,289 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2137 

information encrypting means for encrypting said entry infonnation elements 
received from said infomnation receiving means before producing encrypted entry 
information elements (paragraphs [0027]-[00281, [0047]); 

information storing means for storing said encrypted entry information elements 
produced by said infonnation encrypting means (paragraphs [0010], [0027]-[0029]); and 

information decrypting means for decrypting said encrypted entry infonnation 
elements stored in said infomnation storing means during said output operation period 
starting from said output start time kept by said time keeping means until said output 
end time kept by said time keeping means (paragraphs [0030], [0050], [0058]). 

Rodriguez falls to disclose time keeping means for keeping time including said 
output start time specified by said period setting means and said output end time 
specified by said period setting means. Teppler discloses time keeping means for 
keeping time including said output start time specified by said period setting means and 
said output end time specified by said period setting means (paragraphs [0033]-[0035]). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Rodriguez's electronic voting system with Teppler's method of 
distributing time utilizing time keeping specified by a period to provide organization. It is 
for this reason that one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to provide 
Rodriguez's electronic voting system with time keeping because it provides a means of 
proving certainty such as dates and times associated with access, creation or 
modification of files and assists in the detennination of tampered data (Teppler, 
paragraphs [00031-[0004]). 
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In claims 2, 14, and 26, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an information 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 1, 

1 3, and 25, respectively, which further comprises: 

time obtaining means for obtaining standard time information indicative of 
standard time kept by a standard clock (Teppler, paragraph [0070]); and 

time adjusting means for adjusting said time keeping means to have said time 
keeping means synchronized to said standard time on the basis of said standard time 
information obtained by said time obtaining means (Teppler, paragraph [0070]). 

In claims 3, 15, and 27, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an infonnation 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 2, 

14, and 26, respectively, in which said time obtaining means includes a standard time 
receiver for receiving said standard time information transmitted from a standard time 
transmitter at a predetemiined frequency (Teppler. paragraphs [0070], [0151]-[0154]). 

In claims 4, 16, and 28, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an information 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 3, 

15, and 27, respectively, in which said standard time receiver is of a waterproof and 
heat resistant construction (Teppler, paragraph [0064] - tamperproof clock would 
require it to be resistant to damage such as water and heat). 

In claims 5, 17, and 29, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an infonnation 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 2, 
14, and 26, respectively, which further comprises: error storing means for storing error 
information indicative of an error of said time kept by said time keeping means with 
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respect to said standard time on the bass of said standard time infomiation obtained by 
said time obtaining means (Teppler, paragraphs [0033]-[0035], [0062], [0070], [0151]- 
[0154] - time stamps store time that would indicate when errors are made since they 
would be detected during decryption of infomiation). 

In claims 6, 18, and 30, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an information 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 2, 
14, and 26, respectively, which further comprises: 

position obtaining means for obtaining position information indicative of a position 
thereof, in which said time adjusting means is operative to adjust said time keeping 
means to have said time keeping means synchronized to said standard time on the 
basis of said position information obtained by said position obtaining means (Rodriguez, 
paragraphs [0059]-[0061]; Teppler, paragraph [0070]). 

In claims 7, 19, and 31. Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an infomiation 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 2, 
14, and 26, respectively, which 

said time obtaining means is placed in a first time zone while said terminal is 
placed in a second time zone different from said first time zone (Rodriguez, paragraph 
[0025] - network computers may be In different time zones), 

said period setting means, said infomiation receiving means, and said 
information storing means have respective internal clocks (Teppler, paragraph [0070]), 

said time adjusting means is operative to calculate alternative standard time In 
accordance with said standard time information obtained by said time obtaining means 
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in consideration of a time difference between said first time zone wliere said time 
obtaining means is operative to obtain said standard time information indicative of 
standard time, and said second time zone where said terminal is placed, and adjust 
each of said internal clocks fomiing part of said period setting means, said information 
receiving means, and said information storing means to have each of said period setting 
means, said information receiving means, and said infomnation storing means 
synchronized to said alternative standard time thus calculated (Teppler. paragraphs 
[0070]-[0071] - radio clocks are adjustable). 

In claims 8, 20, and 32, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an information 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 1 , 
13, and 25, respectively, in which 

said period setting means is operative to set an input operation period after 
specifying an input start time and an input end time collectively defining said input 
operation period, and said time keeping means is operative to keep time including said 
input start time specified by said period setting means and said input end time specified 
by said period setting means (Rodriguez, paragraphs [0009], [0028], [0046]), and 

said information receiving means is operative to receive said entry information 
elements transmitted from said tenninal during said input operation period starting from 
said input start time kept by said time keeping means until said input end time kept by 
said time keeping means (Rodriguez, paragraphs [0009], [0046]; Teppler, paragraphs 
[0033]-[0035]). 
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In claims 9, 21, and 33, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an infomnation 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 1 , 
13, and 25, respectively, which further comprises: 

instruction accepting means for accepting an output instruction from said terminal 
(Rodriguez, paragraphs [00261-[0027]), and in which 

said infomnation decrypting means Is operative to decrypt said encrypted entry 
information elements stored in said information storing means in response to said 
output instruction accepted by said instruction accepting means during said output 
operation period starting from said output start time kept by said time keeping means 
until said output end time kept by said time keeping means (Rodriguez, paragraphs 
[0030], [0050], [0058]). 

In claims 10, 22, and 34, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an information 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 1 , 
13, and 25, respectively, in which 

each of said entry information elements is indicative of voting information 
elements (Rodriguez, paragraphs [0027]-[0028], [0046]-[0047]). 

In claims 11, 23, and 35, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an infonnation 
processing apparatus, method, and computer program product as set forth in claims 1 , 
13, and 25, respectively, in which 

each of said entry information elements is indicative of biding information 
elements (Rodriguez, paragraphs [0046]-I0047]). 
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In claims 12, 24, and 36, Rodriguez discloses an information processing system, 
method, and computer prograni product comprising a plurality of infomiatlon processing 
apparatuses for processing a plurality of entry information elements transmitted from at 
least one terminal, 

said information processing apparatuses each comprising: 

period setting means for setting an output operation period after specifying an 
output start time and an output end time collectively defining said output operation 
period (paragraphs [0009], [0028], [0046]); 

infomiation receiving means for receiving said entry information elements 
transmitted from said terminal (paragraphs [0009], [0046]); 

information encrypting means for encrypting said entry Infomnation elements 
received from said information receiving means before producing encrypted entry 
information elements (paragraphs [0027]-[0028], [0047]); 

information storing means for storing said encrypted entry information elements 
produced by said infonmation encrypting means (paragraphs [0010], [0027]-[0029]); and 

information decrypting means for decrypting said encrypted entry information 
elements stored in said infomiation storing means during said output operation period 
starting from said output start time kept by said time keeping means until said output 
end time kept by said time keeping means (paragraphs [0030], [0050], [0058]). 

Rodriguez fails to disclose time keeping means for keeping time including said 
output start time specified by said period setting means and said output end time 
specified by said period setting means; time obtaining means for obtaining standard 
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time information indicative of standard time l^ept by a standard clock; and time adjusting 
means for adjusting said time keeping means to have said time keeping means 
synchronized to said standard time on the basis of said standard time infomiation 
obtained by said time obtaining means; whereby said time obtaining means of each of 
said information processing apparatuses is operative to obtain said standard time 
information indicative of standard time kept by the standard clock to ensure that said 
time keeping means of each of said information processing apparatuses is 
synchronized to said standard time on the basis of said standard time information 
obtained by said time obtaining means. Teppler discloses time keeping means for 
keeping time including said output start time specified by said period setting means and 
said output end time specified by said period setting means (paragraphs [0033]-[0035]); 
time obtaining means for obtaining standard time information indicative of standard time 
kept by a standard clock (Teppler, paragraph [0070]); and time adjusting means for 
adjusting said time keeping means to have said time keeping means synchronized to 
said standard time on the basis of said standard time infomiation obtained by said time 
obtaining means (Teppler, paragraph [0070]); whereby said time obtaining means of 
each of said information processing apparatuses is operative to obtain said standard 
time information indicative of standard time kept by the standard clock to ensure that 
said time keeping means of each of said infomiation processing apparatuses is 
synchronized to said standard time on the basis of said standard time infomiation 
obtained by said time obtaining means (Teppler, paragraph [0070]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Rodriguez's electronic voting system with Teppler's method of 
distributing time utilizing time keeping specified by a period, time adjusting, and time 
obtaining means in order to provide organization. It is for this reason that one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to provide Rodriguez's electronic 
voting system with time keeping because it provides a means of proving certainty such 
as dates and times associated with access, creation or modification of files and assists 
in the determination of tampered data (Teppler, paragraphs [0003]-[0004]). 

In claim 37, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an information processing 
apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , in which said output operation period is kept secret 
(Rodriguez, paragraphs [0013], [0025]-[0028]). 

In claim 38, Rodriguez, as modified, discloses an information processing 
apparatus as set forth in claim 1, in which said input operation period is kept secret 
(Rodriguez, paragraphs [0013], [0025]-[0028]). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Erickson et al., US 2004/0199781; Chung, US 2002/0077886; 
Karro et al., US 2002/0077885; McClure et al.,US 2004/0024635; Travaille, US 
2003/0149616; McClure, US 2003/0078834; Barnhart, US 2002/0133396; Bogasky et 
al., US 2006/0031 116; McClure et al., US 2003/0208395; Scott, US 2004/01 17244; 
Chaum, US 2003/0158775; Munyer, US 2002/0143610; Neff, US 2002/0128978; Neff et 
al., US 2002/0078358; London Shrader et al.,US 2002/0077887. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jaric Loving whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1686. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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